
GED Information Orientation



What is the GED?
A test of General Education Development

For adults who have not graduated from a US High 
School

Not a high school diploma

Equivalent to a high school diploma for employment 
purposes

A federal certificate that is valid in all 50 states

Lifetime issuance



What is on the GED test?
5 academic sections that are being tested

Language Arts Reading

Language Arts Writing

 Multiple choice over writing strategies

 Essay

Mathematics

Social Studies

 Geography, US History, Government

Science

 Life, Earth, and Physical



What are the requirements to take 
the GED test
18 years-old

60 days from your 18th birthday

Results will be held until 18th birthday

Possess a California state ID or drivers license, federal 
ID or passport or a California DMV printout showing 
proof of ID or drivers license application

All addresses must list California as home state



What do I need to register for the 
GED test
Before coming to the adult school office to register you 

must have the following items:

Your state/federal ID with a California address

Your social security number (card not necessary)

Cash, money order or Visa/MasterCard to pay the 
$145.00 testing fee or $30.00 retake fee



What information is asked of me 
during registration?
Full legal name (as shown on your ID)

Home address, phone

Social Security number (if you do not have one, the 
test center will provide you with a number)

Birth date

Gender

Military history (if relevant)

Past educational history

A PIN number for security

Your signature



What do I need when I show up for 
the GED test
Adults taking the GED do not need to bring anything 

to the test

Pencils, paper and calculator are provided, free of 
charge, by the testing center

You will need your ID in order to be allowed to test



How long is the GED test?
Administered over 2 days

Day 1: Writing and Reading
Day 2: Math, Social Studies, Science

Writing test = 2 hours
Multiple choice = 75 min
Essay = 45 min

Reading test = 65 min
Social Studies test = 70 min
Science = 80 min
Math = 90 min

Part 1 w/calculator = 45 min
Part 2 w/o calculator = 45 min



What if I need to retake a section 
of the GED test?
Register in the adult school office

Pay $30 for each section you are taking

Retake tests are given on the opposite nights as the full 
test.

Day 1: Math, Social Studies, Science

Day 2: Writing and Reading



When will my results we available?
Results should be available within 12 days of taking the 

GED test

Results can be accessed online or you can call the adult 
school office and have us check for you

Official notification will be mailed within 2-3 weeks.

The adult school can provide you with an official GED 
transcript or Certificate for a fee of $25.00 each



What if I cannot get my scores?
Errors on your 

Demographics packet

Errors on your answer 
sheets

Incorrect address

Incorrect name

Incorrect social security 
number

Bubble error/erase mark 
error

For each error made, 
GED will charge you 
$25.00.  Your scores and 
results will be withheld 
until the fees have been 
paid!



Accommodations
Adults with disabilities may 
request testing accommodations 
from GED for:

Accommodations that do not 
require approval from GED

ADD -ADHD: Attention Deficit 
Disorder/Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder

EMH: Emotional/Mental Health

LD: Learning Disabled

PCHD: Physical/Chronic Health 
Disability

 Colored transparent overlays

 Clear transparent overlays with 
highlighter

 Earplugs

 Large print test edition

 Magnifying device

 Priority seating

 Wearing a cap to block light 
glare

 Using a straight edge for reading

 Testing over multiple days


